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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1. Claims 1-3, 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Hughes et al. (US006484029B2). 

1.1 Regarding Claims 1 & 10, Hughes discloses a wireless LAN system having an 
access point connected through a wire network [Access point 12 or 14: Figure 1] and a 
mobile terminal [18, 20 & 22: Figure 1] performing a wireless communication with said 
access point. Hughes discloses that mobile station is reconfigured by selecting the 
operating frequency information stored in mobile memory [frequency table: Column 3, 
Line 20-40] on the basis of the area information inputted into said mobile terminal [User 
input to verify the country information: Column 4, Line 3-14] at the time of setting a 
frequency for performing a wireless communication, and a communication circuit (i.e., 
inherent wireless communication circuit) through which said access point and said 
mobile terminal perform a wireless communication with each other by means of the 
wireless frequency selected by said selection circuit [Column 3, Line 36-40]. 
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1 .2 Regarding Claims 2 & 1 1 , Hughes discloses frequency table [Column 3, Line 20- 
40], which include country information and all permitted wireless regulatory and 
operating frequency characteristic information. 

1 .3 Claims 3 & 12 are rejected for the same reason as stated above in Claim 1 
rejection. Hughes discloses that selection circuit performs reception operations by 
means of all wireless frequency values permitted in said area [i.e., communicating in 
accordance with all permitted wireless regulatory and operating characteristic 
information: Column 3, Line 20-40]. Hughes also discloses that mobile station and 
access point communicates based on mobile adjusted operating frequency by selecting 
operating frequency out of available frequency sets information received from access 
point [Column 2, line 10-15] [Column 2, Line 60 - Column 3, Line 6]. Hughes also 
discloses displaying permitted wireless regulatory and operating frequency 
characteristic information of available frequency sets to the user [Column 3, Line 41-50]. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 4, 7, 13, 16 & 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Halasz (US006732163B1) in view of Motomura (EP1209863A2). 
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2.1 Regarding Claims 4, 7, 13, 16 & 17, Halasz disclose a wireless LAN system and 
method having an access point [Figure 2A] performing wireless communication with a 
portable mobile unit [Figure 2A]. Halasz discloses that the access point selects usable 
operating frequency from the list of operating frequencies [Figure 3] for communicating 
with the mobile unit [Column 7, Line 49-60] [Column 8, Line 28-30] [Column 9, Line 37- 
48] [Column 10, Line 22-54]. Therefore, it is obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
that access point must have selection circuit for selecting frequency and communication 
circuit for communicating with portable mobile unit. Halasz fails to disclose 
maintenance device. 

Motomura discloses a system and method for writing operating frequency bands 
associated with different countries [0010] into electronic apparatus [0022] through a 
communication unit [0024 & 0025] in order to operate the electronic apparatus 
accordingly. Motomura also teaches that frequency bands information can be manually 
changes as necessary [0048 & 0061]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention of made to modify Halasz's wireless LAN system to utilize the 
communication unit as taught by Motomura as maintenance device to input the 
operating frequency bands associated with specific country by a user as claimed. One 
of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do this to provide improved 
access point for configuring the access point to communicate mobile terminal used in 
different countries. 
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3. Claims 5, 6, 8, 9, 14, 15, 18, 19 & 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Halasz (US006732163B1) in view of Motomura 
(EP1209863A2), further in view of Hughes et al. (US006484029B2). 

3.1 Regarding Claims 5, 8, 14 & 18, modified system and method discloses all the 
limitations as stated above but does not explicitly discloses permitted wireless 
frequency values. 

Hughes discloses a wireless LAN system having an access point [Access point 
12 or 14: Figure 1] performing wireless communication with the access point in 
accordance with country information and all permitted wireless regulatory and operating 
frequency characteristic information stored in frequency table [frequency table: Column 
3, Line 20-40]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention of made to further modify the frequency information loaded to the 
access point with permitted frequency values information as taught by Hughes. One of 
ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do this to ensure that the 
operation of access point is complying with all permitted wireless regulatory of operating 
countries or regions. 

3.2 Claims 6, 9, 15 & 19 are rejected for the same reason as stated above in Claim 5 
rejection. It is obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that modified system would 
selected the operating frequency as claimed because Halasz teaches that operating 
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frequency is selected from frequencies operating in different regions [Halasz: Figure 3] 
[Halasz: Column 7, Line 49-60] [Halasz: Column 8, Line 28-30] [Halasz: Column 9, Line 
37-48] [Halasz: Column 10, Line 22-54]. 

3.3 Regarding Claim 20, Halasz disclose a wireless LAN system and method having 
an access point [Figure 2A] performing wireless communication with a portable mobile 
unit [Figure 2A]. Halasz discloses that the access point selects usable operating 
frequency from the list of operating frequencies [Figure 3] for communicating with the 
mobile unit [Column 7, Line 49-60] [Column 8, Line 28-30] [Column 9, Line 37-48] 
[Column 1 0, Line 22-54]. Therefore, it is obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that 
access point must have selection circuit for selecting frequency and communication 
circuit for communicating with portable mobile unit. Halasz fails to disclose 
maintenance device. 

Motomura discloses a system and method for writing operating frequency bands 
associated with different countries [0010] into electronic apparatus [0022] through a 
communication unit [0024 & 0025] in order to operate the electronic apparatus 
accordingly. Motomura also teaches that frequency bands information can be manually 
changes as necessary [0048 & 0061]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention of made to modify Halasz' s wireless LAN system to utilize the 
communication unit as taught by Motomura as maintenance device to input the 
operating frequency bands associated with specific country by a user as claimed. One 
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of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do this to provide improved 
access point for configuring the access point to communicate mobile terminal used in 
different countries. 

Modified method does not explicitly discloses permitted wireless frequency 
values. 

Hughes discloses a wireless LAN system having an access point [Access point 
12 or 14: Figure 1] performing wireless communication with the access point in 
accordance with country information and all permitted wireless regulatory and operating 
frequency characteristic information stored in frequency table [frequency table: Column 
3, Line 20-40]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention of made to further modify the frequency information loaded to the 
access point with permitted frequency values information as taught by Hughes. One of 
ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do this to ensure that the 
operation of access point is complying with all permitted wireless regulatory of operating 
countries or regions. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Aung T. Win whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
7549. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Due Nguyen can be reached on (571) 272-7503. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Aung T. Win 
Group Art Unit 2617 
December 1 1 , 2006 
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PRIMARY EXAMINER 



